AUSTRALIA AND
PACIFIC (3)

COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA, British self-
governing Dominion, formed from five colonies of
Victoria, New South Wales, Queensland, South
Australia, and Western Australia, with island of
Tasmania, proclaimed 1901. Total area, nearly 3
million square miles; average population density,
little more than two persons per square mile. Main
part of population concentrated in eastern and south-
eastern coastal belt, and in south-western corner.
Large concentration in principal cities result of
development of manufacturing industry.
Australian self-government dates from grant of
Legislative Council with elected majority to New
South Wales in 1842. Victoria, separated from N.S.
Wales in 1850, granted self-government 1855; and
Queensland, 1859. Western Australia remained
Crown Colony until 1890, In 1934, W. Australia
petitioned Imperial Parliament for leave to secede
from Commonwealth. The Northern Territory,
with white population of about 3,500 and 18,000
aboriginals, is administered by the Commonwealth.
Area of 912 square miles separated from N.S.
Wales, 1911, as site for Federal Capital, Canberra,
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